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SUB J : INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE AGAINST FASCISM 

1. PROPAGANDA AND PREPARATORY MEETINGS HAVE BEEN BUILDING 
UP FOR THE LAST FEW MONTHS FOR THE "INTERNATIONAL CON- 
FERENCE AGAINST FASCISM" TO BE HELD IN PATNA, BIHAR, 

DECEMBER 4-8. THE INDIAN NATIONAL PREPARATORY COMMITTEE 
WAS ORGANIZED IN EARLY JUNE THIS YEAR, HEADED BY COM 
MUNIST PARTY OF INDIA (CPI) CHAIRMAN S.A. DANGE, BUT 

WITH A WIDE SCATTERING OF STATE CHIEF MINISTERS, 

UNION MINISTERS, HIGH COURT JUDGES, VICE-CHANCELLORS 
OF UNIVERSITIES, MPS, AND OTHERS AS MEMBERS. THE CPI 
CLEARLY INTENDED THE CONFERENCE TO BE A CENTER PIECE 
FOR ITS AGITATION AND PROPAGANDA IN INDIA FOR 1975 
AND THE EVENTS SINCE THE EMERGENCY IN INDIA IN LATE 
JUNE HAVE INCREASED THE IMPORTANCE THE CPI SEEMS TO 
ATTACH TO THE MEETING. 

2. THE GOI AND CONGRESS PARTY HAVE GONE ALONG WITH 
THE EXERCISE AND INDEED HAVE GIVEN IT STRONG ENCOUR- 
AGEMENT AND SUPPORT. THE FOREIGN AND DEFENSE MINIS- 
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TERS HAVE SPOKEN AT SEVERAL OF THE TATE-LEVEL "ANTI- 
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FASCIST" CONVENIONS, THE CONGRESS PARTY PRESIDENT AT 
MANY, AND VIRTUALLY ALL CABINET MINISTERS HAVE SPOKEN 
AT LEAST ONE OF THOSE HELD AROUND THE COUNTRY IN 
THE LAST FIVE MONTHS. STATE CHIEF MINISTERS HAVE 
PLAYED LEADING ROLES IN EVERY STATE-LEVEL MEETING. 

3. FOR CONGRESS AND THE GOI, THE KEY THEMES HAVE BEEN 
THE DANGER FROM THE DOMESTIC "RIGHT" AND "ANTI-DEMO- 
CRATIC" ELEMENTS TO STABILITY AND PROGRESS IN INDIA, 

AND THE RELEVANCE OF THE PM'S DECISION TO DECLARE AN 
EMERGENCY TO SAVE THE COUNTRY THIS SUMMER FROM THE 
HARBINGERS OF "FASCISM" IN INDIA. INTERLARDED IN 
SPEECHES AT A SUBSTANTIAL NUMBER OF STATE CONFERENCES 
HAVE BEEN REFERENCES TO THE CIA, THE "DESTABILIZA- 
TION", TO CHILE (AND MORE RECENTLY, TO BANGLADESH), 

TO DIEGO GARCIA, AND TO A RANGE OF OTHER THEMES WHICH 
HAVE A KNEE-IERK "ANTI-US" FLAVOR, EVEN THOUGH THE 
US IS NOT NECESSARILY MENTIONED BY NAME. CPI SPEAKERS 
AND CLOSE "FELLOW TRAVELLERS" HAVE BEEN LESS SENSI- 
TIVE IN DIRECTLY ATTACKING THE US IN THEIR ADDRESSES 
TO THESE FORUMS. 

4. THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE WAS ORIGINALLY SCHEDULED 
TO HAVE BEEN HELD IN OCTOBER BUT WAS POSTPONED UNTIL 

THE CURRENT DECEMBER DATES BECAUSE OF THE BIHAR FLOODS. 
THERE WILL BE SUBSTANTIAL NUMBERS OF FOREIGN VISITORS 
COMING FOR THE CONFERENCE, ACCORDING TO HTE CPI PRESS. 

WE DON'T HAVE A FULL LIST BUT THEY INCLUDE FORMER 
POLISH PREMIER CYRANKIEWICS, MARK SOLOMON AND CARLETON 
GOODLETT FROM THE US, VOLODIA TEITELBOIM FROM CHILE, 
FATHER JOSE VILELA FROM BRAZIL. AND A WIDE SCATTERING 
OF NAMES LESS WIDELY KNOWN FROM THE PLO, PANAMA, 

LEBANON, BOLIVIA, FRANCE, BELGIUM, THE UK, GDR, 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA, AND ELSEWHERE. 

5. MRS GANDHI HAS REPORTEDLY AGREED TO ADDRESS THE 
OPENING SESSION OF THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE AND 
HER CONTINUING PARTICIPATION GUARANTEES WIDE PRESS 
COVERAGE. THE WHOLE EXERCISE APPEARS LIKELY TO TURN 
INTO AOTHER "BAD SCENE" FOR THE US AND ITS POLICIES 
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AND IS BEING CAREFULLY ORCHESTRATED IN THIS DIRECTION 
BY THE CPI AND ITS FRIENDS WITH NO OBSTRUCTION FOR 
THE GOI. 

SAXBE 
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